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(5) An inquiry through sources independent of those interested 
in the industry, as to the casualties resulting from the use of electric 
currents, both as to fire and personal injuries. This investigation to 
be made in all cities of 10,000 population and over. The information 
to be obtained from underwriters, the records of fire departments, 
coroners' statistics, health boards or commissioners, or from whatever 
source of information that may exist in any city. The investigation 
to make a comparative statement between the casualties resulting 
from the use of electric currents and the use of other agents em- 
ployed for similar purposes. 

Second. That we hereby petition that an appropriation of not 
exceeding $50,000 be made for the purpose of this investigation. 



MORTGAGES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 



Reports from the Consuls of the United States. Nos. 110 and 111. 
November and December, 1889. Department of State. Washing- 
ton. 1890. Pp. 387-875. 

The above report contains the replies of the Consuls to the inter- 
rogatories originally propounded by the National Board of Trade in 
1888 in regard to mortgage indebtedness. The following list of 
questions indicates the scope of the reports : — 

(1) What systems of recorded indebtedness, such as mortgages on 
real and chattel property, liens, and judgments, both decreed and con- 
fessed, prevail in your consular district ? 

(2) Are liens placed on personal property,' including crops, either by 
preference or confession of judgment, and is such property subject to 
execution of judgment ? If so, are there any exemptions ? 

(3) What probable ratio do mortgages and judgments bear to total 
valuation of taxable and assessed property ? 

(4) Is it required that all mortgages be recorded ? 

(5) What is the prevailing rate of interest on mortgage paper as well 
as judgments ? 

(6) Do mortgages complicate or embarrass the transfer of land titles ? 

(7) Are mortgages foreclosed by action at law or by sale under power, 
and at what expense ? 

(8) Is recorded indebtedness increasing or diminishing in proportion 
to estimated value ? 

(9) What provisions are made for partial payments on mortgages, 
obligations or judgments, viz., Must partial payments be recorded and 
does the debtor lose all benefit if he defaults in part ? 

(10) What is the ordinary form for cancelling? 

(11) Is it possible to arrive at a probable proportion of existing 
recorded and unrecorded indebtedness ? If so, how ? 

In a few of the countries there are statistics showing the ratio of 

mortgages to total valuation. Generally it is confessed that no means 

exist by which such an estimate can be made. 



